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safe and secure learning environment 
and to develop strong and collaborative 
relationships with parents and commu-
nity members. 

Students have rich and diverse learn-
ing opportunities in art and music, and 
library skills are part of every child’s 
learning. World language instruction 
starts in the first grade, and computer 
science classes start in grade 3. Stu-
dents benefit from interdisciplinary 
learning through the garden-green-
house and through celebrations such as 
Arts Nights, Coder Express, and Engi-
neering Night. 

This award recognizes that Falmouth 
Elementary School students achieve at 
the highest level. The school involves 
all students in extracurricular activi-
ties, which helps forge a strong school 
community where students are con-
nected and encouraged to pursue their 
interests. 

I applaud the administrators, teach-
ers, staff, and parents of Falmouth Ele-
mentary School. Together, they are 
succeeding in their mission to generate 
confidence and momentum for learn-
ing. They are making a difference in 
the lives of their students, helping 
them reach their full potential as inde-
pendent, responsible learners and citi-
zens. I am pleased that the U.S. De-
partment of Education has selected 
Falmouth Elementary School for this 
well-deserved honor, and I congratulate 
the entire school community for this 
outstanding achievement. 
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RECOGNIZING FOURTEENTH 
STREET SCHOOL 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 
delighted to commend Fourteenth 
Street School in Bangor, ME, on being 
named a 2017 National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence. Serving students 
from prekindergarten through the 
third grade, this outstanding school in 
the city I am proud to live is one of 
only 342 schools across the country to 
receive Blue Ribbon recognition from 
the U.S. Department of Education. 

Created in 1982, the Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program honors public and pri-
vate schools that are either academi-
cally superior in their States or that 
demonstrate significant gains in stu-
dent achievement. The schools singled 
out for this national recognition are 
models of high educational standards 
and accountability. 

The success at Fourteenth Street 
School is the result of two guiding phi-
losophies. The first is ‘‘meet the stu-
dents where they are,’’ with instruc-
tion and support tailored to the 
strengths and needs of each individual 
student. The second is ‘‘all hands on 
deck,’’ a call for all staff members to 
engage with students and encourage 
them to achieve their full potential. 

One of the unique features of Four-
teenth Street School is the use of every 
opportunity during the school day to 
support learning. Whether in the class-
room, preparing for recess, or standing 
in the lunchroom, students may be par-

ticipating in a math game, reciting a 
rhyme, or singing. The entire school 
eats lunch together daily, and a staff 
member uses this time to read aloud to 
students. This focus on literacy even 
extends to physical education classes, 
where the PE teacher often reads arti-
cles from sports magazines to students. 

The impact of this dedication to indi-
vidual students is evident. Over the 
last 5 years, average attendance ex-
ceeded 95 percent, and 100 percent of 
students participated in at least one 
afterschool activity. 

Another important factor in the 
school’s success is the emphasis on 
building strong relationships with fam-
ilies. Through schoolwide and class-
room newsletters, parent meetings, 
parents and educators accelerating 
kids—PEAK—events, academic show-
cases, and, most important, direct 
communication with teachers, parents 
have the opportunity to play a signifi-
cant role in their children’s education. 

I applaud the administrators, teach-
ers, staff, parents, and students of 
Fourteenth Street School. Together, 
they are succeeding in their mission to 
generate confidence and momentum for 
learning. This outstanding school is 
making a difference in the lives of its 
students, helping them to become inde-
pendent, responsible learners and citi-
zens. I am pleased that the U.S. De-
partment of Education has selected 
Fourteenth Street School for this well- 
deserved honor, and I congratulate the 
entire school community for this out-
standing achievement. 
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TRIBUTE TO PEGGI HANRAHAN 

Mr. STRANGE. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to an Alabamian 
who has spent more than two decades 
in public service, Peggi Hanrahan. 

Many people in Washington, DC, 
know Peggi as the executive assistant 
and gatekeeper to the former Alabama 
Senator, Jeff Sessions, who is now the 
U.S. Attorney General. For more than 
20 years, Jeff Sessions has been a 
strong leader on the issues of legal re-
form and immigration. In order to 
speak with Jeff Sessions on any issue, 
you had to go through Peggi. 

Peggi has earned praise from the 
countless people she has worked along-
side throughout the years. Here are a 
few statements from her former col-
leagues. 

Attorney General Sessions stated: 
Peggi has been at the center of everything 

we have accomplished in public service. She 
loves America and its ideals, is smart, deci-
sive, loyal, and a total professional. She 
speaks up for the high principles she believes 
in, and for two decades has been the key 
point of contact in our office for thousands 
of Alabamians and Americans all over the 
Country. She has provided invaluable service 
to me, the Nation, and the so many who she 
trained and mentored. Though we will miss 
her marvelous contributions, we wish her all 
the best as she and Kevin embark on this 
next adventure. 

Kate Hollis, then-Senator Sessions’ 
former scheduler, said the following: 

For 14 years I had the pleasure of working 
side by side with Peggi for Senator Jeff Ses-
sions. We were a great team and became 
great friends during that time. I can attest 
that she was one of the hardest working peo-
ple in the United States Senate who always 
went the extra mile to assist Senator Ses-
sions and our staff, as well as our constitu-
ents from the great State of Alabama. 

Pete Landrum, former military legis-
lative assistant under former Senator 
Sessions, stated: 

Peggi Hanrahan is a great colleague and 
friend. She is a person that can be depended 
on when things are good or when things are 
bad—it doesn’t matter. 

Danielle Cutrona, counselor to the 
Attorney General, said: 

Peggi is an institution in our office. Her 
loyalty and dedication to then-Senator, now 
Attorney General Sessions and to his staff 
has been unwavering. I am grateful to have 
had the opportunity to work with Peggi all 
these years and will miss her tremendously. 

Michael Brumas, former press sec-
retary for Senator Sessions, said: 

The phrase ‘best in the business’ certainly 
applies to Peggi Hanrahan, who served for 
more than two decades as Jeff Sessions’ ex-
ecutive assistant, first in the Senate and 
then at the Department of Justice. In many 
ways Peggi was the backbone of the Senate 
office, with a knack for solving those admin-
istrative dilemmas that always crop up in a 
busy Senate office as well making sure the 
senator stuck to his active schedule—not al-
ways an easy task. 

Senator Sessions’ first chief of staff 
in the Senate, Armand DeKyser, said 
the following: 

From the earliest days of Senator Ses-
sions’ tenure when Peggi began sitting just 
outside Jeff’s transition office, she never was 
more than 20 feet from his desk. She was 
THE constant among all the many staff that 
worked for Senator and now Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions. Her calm demeanor com-
bined with a wonderful work ethic are so 
very vital to the successful operation of a 
complex staff operation. She was composed, 
efficient and trustworthy on the most har-
ried of days—a presidential inauguration, a 
swearing-in, or even the fateful 9/11 day. 
Even on a normal day—if there is ever one of 
those—Peggi’s demonstrated support both up 
and down the ladder of responsibility was 
one of her best traits and one most admired 
by all. 

Alan Hanson, now Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, said: 

Peggi Hanrahan is a national treasure. She 
is both a trusted confidante and an invalu-
able colleague. While she will be sorely 
missed by all of us, her retirement is both 
hard earned and well deserved. 

Paige Hanson, a former Sessions 
staffer, said: 

While I know the Attorney General will 
miss the benefit of having Peggi around, we 
are truly happy for her and grateful for her 
service and friendship. 

Stephen Boyd, former communica-
tions director for Senator Sessions and 
now Assistant Attorney General, said: 

It is difficult to overstate the important 
role that Peggi played for all those years in 
the Senate office. If things got done, it was 
usually because Peggi made it happen. Her 
service to then-Senator and now Attorney 
General Sessions, the Senate, and to the peo-
ple of Alabama has been tremendous. She is 
one of many who asked not for recognition 
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